
 
 

This new book was stimulated by demands from students at the Graduate Institute of 
International Studies for an introductory text that would combine historical, political and 
legal aspects of the study of human rights. Indeed anyone interested in human rights 
would be mistaken in thinking he or she could understand the topic by simply studying the 
treaties. Today it is usually not long before a problem gets expressed as a human rights 
issue. This book looks at where the concept of human rights came from and where the 
human rights movement is heading. For some people, invoking human rights is a heartfelt 
morally justified demand to rectify all sorts of injustice, for others it is simply a slogan to 
be treated with suspicion or even hostility. For a third group, human rights represent 
almost a term of art, referring to the details of national and international human rights law. 
All such perspectives on human rights shape the development of the international human 
rights movement as it garners increasing attention. 

This Very Short Introduction is designed to empower readers, both to understand for 
themselves what the scope of these human rights is today, and to see how human rights 
claims are being dealt with at the national and international level. Aimed at the general 
reader, as well as students, the book seeks to provide an entry-point for the study of 
human rights and includes a guide to further reading and a list of references. 
Furthermore, each text mentioned in the book, from the ancient Code of Hammurabi 
(circa 1780 BC), through the Declaration by United Nations (1942), to the new 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006), is accessible from the 
companion website. 

http://hei.unige.ch/human-rights-vsi 
http://letemps.blogs.com/droitshumains/ 

Available at the human resources department, Villa Barton, (3rd Floor), 132 rue de 
Lausanne, 1202 Geneva. 

Special price for CUDIH Students and Alumni (CHF 10.-) 
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