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Founded in 2007, the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights is the 
successor to the University Centre for International Humanitarian

programmes. The f
International Studies. The University of Lausanne, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Swiss Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs all contribute to achieving the objectives of the Academy. 
 

From October 2008, the Academy is expected to be housed in the Villa Mo

lawyer Gustave Moynier -
in 1864 through to his death in 1910. The Villa Moynier was the Headquarters of the ICRC from 1933 to 
1946. Located on the shores of Lake Geneva,

ICRC, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Mission 
 

The Academy aims to: 
 

- provide instruction of a high academic standard 

- conduct and promote academic research 
- organise training courses and expert meetings 
- provide legal expertise 

 
in the field of international humanitarian law as well as the other branches of international law relating to 
armed conflicts, in particular, international human rights law, the right to recourse to the use of force and 

peacekeeping, in ternational cri minal law and refugee law. 

The Academy is partially funded through donations and  
gratefully accepts contributions to its foundation at the following address: 

BANQUE PICTET 

PICT CH GG (Swift) 
Foundation CUDIH/Academy 

CH39 0875 5056 6306 0000 0 (IBAN/Account number) 

Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights 
University Centre for International Humanitarian Law 

40, Boulevard du Pont d'Arve – CH-1211 Geneva 4 

Tel: +41 (0) 22 379 85 79 - Fax: +41 (0) 22 379 84 23 – E-mail: info@cudih.org / info@ucihl.org 
 

www.ucihl.org (English) www.cudih.org (français)
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20% of former students have registered for a PhD

Publications 

The Academy publishes its own Research Paper Series  (available on the website), past titles in this series 

include: 
 

- The Applicability of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law to International 

Organisations 
- The Legal Regime Applicable to Targeting Military Objectives in the Context of Contemporary 

Warfare 

The Academy’s research is also published in book 
form in English and French.  Past titles in these 

series include: 
 

L’application du droit international humanitaire et 

des droits de l’homme aux organisations 
internationales  (Bruylant, 2005)

Forthcoming titles include: 
 

- Mondialisation, Migration et Droits de l’homme  (Bruylant, 2007) (2 volumes)  
- Realising the Right to Health (Rueffer and Rub, 2008)  
- Lexicon of Peacebuilding and Post-conflict Reconstruction 

Research programme 
 
The Academy’s research agenda is focused on exploring the full range of legal rights and obligations 
applicable in times of armed conflict.  Expert seminars have been organised on:  
  

- Targeting Military Objectives  
- Private Military Contractors: Status and State Responsibility for their Actions 
- The Right to Life in Armed Conflict and Situations of Occupation 

- The Supervision of the Lawfulness of Detention during Armed Conflict   
 

The reports of these seminars are available online (http://www.ucihl.org/research/publications.php) and in 
hard-copy. 
 

The Academy also conducts research projects in collaboration with other scientific institutions. Ongoing 
projects include:  
 

- State Practice With Regards to Human Rights Norms Applicable in Armed Conflict 
- The Challenge of Terrorism for Humanitarian Law 
- The Protection of Civilian Populations Subject to The Power of a Foreign Army: the Link between 

the International Law of Military Occupation and of Human Rights 

Destination of former students (2003 – 2006) 

Master’s programme 
 

The Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in International Humanitarian Law is equivalent to a Master of Laws 
degree (LLM).  This degree programme can be completed in one academic year and involves advanced core 

courses on: 
 

- International Humanitarian Law 

- International Human Rights Law applicable in Armed Conflict Situations and States of Emergency 
- International Law relating to the Use of Force and Peace-keeping 
- International Criminal Law   

 
In addition students write a thesis,
experts or practitioners from international organisations based in Geneva.  Students may also follow more 

specialised courses on topics such as the UN human rights system and refugee law. 
   
The degree is granted jointly by the University of Geneva (Faculty of Law) and the Graduate Institute of

International Studies. 
   
The Academy invites applications from individuals who have, or expect to have, a law degree to apply for the 

Master’s Programme.  Students should have proficiency in either English or French. 
   

The Master’s degree prepares students for a career in international and non-governmental organisations 
dealing with humanitarian affairs, in national and international justice systems, as well in the higher education 
sector.

Training for Professionals Programme 
 
Every year the Academy organises specialised training courses for professionals.  Courses offered in the 
past have been aimed at military staff, journalists, diplomats, university law t

from non-governmental organisations.  
 
These courses are tailor-made to provide the knowledge and understanding necessary to deal with various 

legal questions concerning armed conflict. For these professional courses the Academy draws on the 
expertise and resources of collaborators such as the International Committee of the Red Cross and the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. These courses are designed to fit the busy schedules of 

the relevant professionals and usually run for 2-5 days.  

 participate in a simulated negotiation and in seminars introduced by 

eachers, and representatives 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

NGOs

International Organisations
(including ICRC)
University / Research Institutes

International Tribunals

Governmental Positions

Legal Practice

Employment of former students (2003 – 2006)

THE ACADEMY’S PROGRAMMES 


